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One voice for sport and recreation






Sports clubs save £15m – but thousands more missing out
Figures released today reveal that sport and recreation clubs have saved more than £15m since the introduction of key tax concessions for the sector. But the data also showed that, in the critical run-up to London’s Olympics in 2012, thousands more clubs are missing out on a windfall of up to £60m per year between them by not registering for the concessions. 
Information recently published by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) shows that 4,000 clubs have now been registered with the Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) scheme and today’s analysis by Deloitte estimates that since concessions were introduced in April 2002 clubs have saved, on average, £3,800 each.
However, stakeholders in the scheme united today to highlight the fact that many eligible clubs are failing to take advantage of the benefits available to them and are losing out on cash benefits totalling millions of pounds. CCPR, the alliance for sport and recreation’s governing bodies, has also set up a new website (www.cascinfo.co.uk) to highlight the opportunities available to clubs who register with the scheme. 
Sports Minister Richard Caborn MP said:

"I welcome the new 'cascinfo.co.uk' website and hope it will encourage many more clubs to register for CASC status. Since the scheme was set up four years ago 4,000 clubs have saved £15 million simply by registering and by filling out a form. 

 

"The money saved has gone back into sport and has enabled clubs to spend it on everything from facilities to kit. A further 36,000 amateur sports clubs across the country could be eligible for CASC savings of up to £60 million a year between them and the website offers invaluable advice on how to make those savings."

The CASC scheme affords member clubs a number of financial benefits, including 80% mandatory business rate relief, access to GiftAid and some exemptions from corporation tax.
Keith Moore, Head of HMRC Charities said:

“We recognise the positive contribution that the available reliefs can make to sports clubs and their local communities and we want to encourage more clubs to register as CASCs. We do welcome the new website and believe that this will complement the HMRC website, our support staff and processes, which we have worked hard to make as straightforward as possible.”
Tim Lamb, CCPR chief executive, also urged clubs to take full advantage of the scheme:
“The benefits of registering to be a CASC are enormous and, thanks to the figures Deloitte have collected since the scheme’s launch, they’re also proven. We’ve set up a new website, cascinfo.co.uk, which provides all kind of advice and guidance on how to register and how to make the most out of the scheme. 
“The London Olympics present us with a great opportunity to get more people involved in sport and recreation and clubs are going to need every penny they can find to take full advantage of that. Registering as a CASC is a straightforward way of keeping cash raised in clubs within the community, rather than handing it over to the taxman.”
Stuart Read, chairman of Salcombe Rugby Football Club in Devon, amongst the first to register for the scheme back in 2002, is delighted with the extra investment his club has been able to make in club facilities:

“We registered with the CASC scheme in 2002 and, thanks to the rate relief and Gift Aid, we have been able to reinvest around £2,500 in our club facilities. We have refurbished our bar area and have also been able to purchase new kits and a scrummaging machine. 

“CASC registration has given a massive boost to the club over the past four years. We have seen our junior ranks swell and it has ensured we’ve remained a focal point in the local community.”

Similarly, Raj Patel, Treasurer of one of the most recent clubs to register as a CASC, Kew Cricket Club, outlines how the scheme will benefit his club too:

“We registered as a CASC in order to benefit from the advantages of rate relief since rates had been a huge drain on club resources. With the benefits of CASC registration we are now looking towards reinvesting in our facilities and our colts team. Gift Aid is a new concept to us, but we hope to actively use this as we look to raise funds for an electronic scoreboard for our newly promoted first team. CASC registration will make many of our long term plans that bit more achievable.”

ENDS
-------------------------
Notes for Editors: 
1. Case studies of CASC-registered clubs are available upon request. 

2. CCPR is the umbrella organisation for 270 national governing and representative bodies of sport and recreation in the UK, which speaks and acts to promote, protect and provide for the interests of sport and physical recreation at all levels. 
3. www.cascinfo.co.uk provides objective advice on the benefits of CASC status, how best to register and details of the registered clubs. Further information on the site is available from Ben Andersen-Tufnell – bat@ccpr.org.uk. 
4. The CASC scheme is promoted by the CASC Development Forum, created in 1999. Its members are CCPR, DCMS, Bates Wells and Braithwaite, Sport England, Deloitte and HMRC.

[image: image1.jpg]



The Central Council of Physical Recreation, Francis House, Francis Street, London SW1P 1DE 
Tel: 020 7854 8500 * Fax: 020 7854 8501 * Email: admin@ccpr.org.uk * Web: www.ccpr.org.uk

0
.   

For further information, please contact:  James Stibbs, CCPR, Francis House, Francis Street, London SW1P 1DE
T.020 7854 8530 F.020 7854 8501 Web: www.ccpr.org.uk E: jstibbs@ccpr.org.uk

Originator of this paper is: James Stibbs

